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ABSTRACT

Hnatyna O. S., Horban I. M., Senyk M. A. 2020. The autumn migration of the Citrine
Wagtail, Motacilla citreola, in the Lviv region (W. Ukraine) during its range expansion. Ring
42: 39-50.

The Citrine Wagtail has been gradually expanding its breeding range from Asia westward
into Europe since the middle of the last century. New breeding records of this species
further to the west of Europe have emerged during the last several decades. The
distribution of the Citrine Wagtail in Western Ukraine began at the end of the last century.
A total of 48 Citrine Wagtails were ringed in August 1995-2016 at the Cholgynskyy
ornithological reserve (West-Ukrainian Ornithological Station). The birds were recorded
mainly in the first half of August, peaking from the beginning of the second decade to the
middle of the month. At the beginning of August there were wagtails in different stages of
moult. Adult moulted birds were recorded from the beginning of the second decade of
August, while juvenile birds underwent partial moult during the first part of the month.
The mean weight of adult moulted birds was higher than that of juveniles. At the beginning
of August many Citrine Wagtails were lean, without fat reserves, with the mean fat class
increasing by the end of the month. The autumn passage of M. citreola took place in W.
Ukraine. Birds stay in the shallow waters, pastures, and reed beds to feed, overnight,
moult and gain fat reserves for migration.
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