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BIOMETRICS OF THE DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)
MIGRATING IN AUTUMN ALONG
THE POLISH BALTIC COAST
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ABSTRACT

Meissner W., Krupa R. 2009. Biometrics of the Dunlin (Calidris alpina) migrating in
autumn along the Polish Baltic coast. Ring 31, 1: 3-13.

The aim of this study is to present the general biometrical characteristics of Dunlins pass-
ing the Polish Baltic coast during autumn migration. Data were collected between the first
week of July and the end of September in 1991-2002. Comparison of the mean wing
lengths of Dunlins from different regions revealed that birds migrating through the Puck
Bay had on average shorter wings than those trapped in areas located more south-easterly
and clearly longer than those from Mauritania. In adults, seasonal variation of mean bill
and wing lengths showed sigmoid pattern with larger birds in July at the beginning of mi-
gration and in mid-September. Such pattern is typical for this species, because females,
which are larger than males, migrate earlier. Similar pattern of seasonal changes of mean
bill and wing lengths might be noted in second-year birds. Juveniles caught in July must
have belonged to local population of C. a. shinzii, which is smaller than the nominative
subspecies. The sample of juvenile birds trapped in the beginning of August probably con-
sisted of individuals from both subspecies, which resulted in the lower mean values of
wing and bill lengths. Changes in the size of juveniles from year to year might be caused by
differences in food availability on the breeding grounds, e.g. due to weather conditions.
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INTRODUCTION

The Dunlin is the most numerous wader species migrating in autumn along the
Baltic coasts (Kube and Struwe 1994, Meissner and Sikora 1995). Geographical
variation within its Palaearctic part of breeding range received much attention (Glutz



