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Abstract

The paper describes breeding sites of the Ruff in river valleys of the Narew basin and the
lower Bug in years 1987-1999. During these thirteen years the number of breeding females
decreased. At the beginning of the 1990s, up to 25 females bred in the area, while at the end
of the decade - only 6 to 12. River valleys of the southern Biebrza basin and of the middle
Narew are important areas of Ruff concentrations during spring migration. The studied val-
leys do not play a major role as sites of the species' concentration during autumn migration.

J.J. Nowakowski, A. Gérski, Dept. of Ecology and Environmental Protection, Warmia and
Masuria University, Zotierska 14, PL-10-561 Olsztyn, Poland, E-mail:
jacekn@matman.uwm.edu.pl

Key words: Ruff, Philomachus pugnax, breeding sites, migration, north-eastern Poland



